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Friends of the San Jose Rose Garden 
is a non-profit 501(c)(3) volunteer group 
dedicated to preserving the Historic San Jose 
Municipal Rose Garden
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Winter Pruning Seminar and Volunteer Day - Saturday,  
January11th - Registration @ 8:30am, event @ 9:00am

The Tradition Continues....
 
Our 13th annual Winter Pruning Seminar and 
Volunteer day will be held on January 11th.  Star 
Roses will be gifting the first 300 Volunteers with a 
FREE BARE ROOT ROSE, plus, PARK STATION 
HASHERY will be giving the first 300 volunteers a 
coupon for 20% of their purchase!  We highly 
recommend going Park Station Hashery, Just a 
block from the Rose Garden, on the corner of Park 
and Naglee Ave. to have a nice meal after the 
pruning event!

Volunteers should bring gloves and garden clippers 
if they have them.  You will learn the proven 
techniques which has earned this Garden 
“America’s Best Rose Garden”.

www.facebook.com/FriendsoftheSanJoseRoseGarden

Warning:  
Page 2 may be 
disturbing to 
some readers.  
discretion is 

advised.
NOTE: The following pages are 
from a previous Newsletter which 
recapped many of the Friends 
accomplishments. I think you will 
enjoy it!

http://www.facebook.com/FriendsoftheSanJoseRoseGarden
http://www.facebook.com/FriendsoftheSanJoseRoseGarden
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In this edition, we will review the history and milestones of  the Friends of  the San 
Jose Rose Garden since its formation in 2007.  Many volunteers are new to 
helping in the Garden and do not know the shape the Garden was in before we 
formed the partnership with the City of  San Jose, and they allowed volunteers to 
help with the maintenance of  the historic Municipal Rose Garden. 

You will see the transformation and come to better appreciate the 
accomplishments of  this partnership.   

Winter

Summer
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About 125 people 
showed up for the first 

“Free the Roses” 
event in 2007.
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First Rose Pruning by 
Volunteers - 2008  
New Techniques 
Implemented
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Jean and Harry

Installation of Weed 
Cloth and Mulch in 
Winter 2008
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First “Master Volunteer” 
Training April 2008.  Many are 
still very active! 
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First Bloom Cycle 2008

First Deadheading Day 2008
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2008 Rose 
Garden Movie 
Night to honor 
Volunteers 
sponsored by 
Councilmember 
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Late 2008 - 2009 
Rose Garden gets 
National Accreditation 
restored, receives a City 
Award, and becomes a 
All-America Rose 
Selection Test Garden
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2009 Rose Garden Renovation Project - Preparation
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2009 Rose Garden Renovation Project - Planting  
Over 1,200 new roses donated and planted
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2009 - 76 Years after it was suggested in an Editorial,  
street signs pointing the way to the Rose Garden is 
installed by Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio

Julie Edmonds-Mares  
San Jose’s PRNS

San Jose Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio
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2009 - Community Volunteers such 
as the Kiwanis put down weed cloth 
and mulch to help control weeds.
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2009 - Re-dedication of  the Rose 
Garden with Mayor Chuck Reed, 
Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio, 
and World Famous Rose 
Hybridizer Tom Carruth.
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2010 - Digging new beds 
for the test roses.
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2010 -  
900+ Volunteers 
Prune Garden in 
~ 90 minutes.
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2010 - America’s Best Rose Garden 
Competition

iPad Voting in Garden
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2010 - We Win  
“America’s Best Rose Garden”

Mayor Reed and Councilmember Oliverio congratulate the Volunteers
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2010 - 2013, Blooming Successes!

More 
Volunteers, 
More Visitors, 
More Events, 
More Awards, 
More BLOOMS!
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Rose Garden  
Hall of  Fame Award 2013

Photo from 1933



!21



!22

Before

Before

Before
After

After

After

Spanish philosopher George Santayana once wrote, "Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it”. It is with this in mind that we share the history of the 
partnership between the City of San Jose and The Friends of the San Jose Rose 
Garden.  A lot has been accomplished in the past 7 years, and the future looks bright.  I 
hope you will join us on this journey.
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ROSE GARDEN

Come Join the FUN!!!!  
Learn how to prune roses from the experts!   Bring garden shears, gloves, & wear long sleeves! Go to www.FriendsSJRosegarden.org for more info 

Sat., January 11
th 

8:30am Registra
tion 

Event @ 9:00am!

The first 300 Volunteers will 
receive a FREE BARE ROOT ROSE 
courtesy of Star Roses & a 20% at 
Park Station Hashery!

Sat. January 11th -  Registration 8:30am, Event 9:00am  
Sponsored by the Friends of the San Jose Rose Garden and the City of San Jose’s PRNS  

Rose Pruning Seminar &  
Volunteer Day

BRING THE 

WHOLE FAMILY!

http://www.FriendsSJRosegarden.org
http://www.FriendsSJRosegarden.org
http://www.FriendsSJRosegarden.org
http://www.FriendsSJRosegarden.org
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